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Yasmin Dwedar, a Muslim-American Attorney of Egyptian and Filipino descent, 
currently serves as Senior Supervising Attorney of the Driver Protection Unit at the New 
York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”). Prior to TLC, Ms. Dwedar clerked 
for the Honorable Analisa Torres in New York State Supreme Court and the United 
Stated District Court for the Southern District of New York and served as the first 
Muslim Assistant District Attorney appointed to serve Kings county under District 
Attorney Ken Thompson. Ms. Dwedar serves on the Boards of the New York State Bar 
Association and New York Women’s Bar Association Diversity and Inclusion 
Committees, the Muslim Bar Association of New York, and the Network of Bar Leaders. 
She also founded and served as President of the Arab American Bar Association. Ms. 
Dwedar was recognized for her work in Crain’s New York Business Top 100 Women 
Lawyers in New York City for 2018. Her personal story of being barred from 
participating in student government as a Muslim-American high school student inspired 
her legal career and was featured in Moustafa Bayoumi’s classic book, “How Does It 
Feel to Be a Problem: Being Young and Arab in America.” 
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Sheryl Galler has many years of experience handling employment and commercial 
matters for domestic and international clients. Her practice currently focuses on 
employment law and includes negotiating and drafting employment, severance and non-
competition agreements, drafting employee handbooks and helping clients develop and 
implement employment policies. She also conducts internal investigations of 
discrimination and harassment claims, and counsels clients on a wide range of 
employment law and compliance matters. 
 
Ms. Galler is a 1993 graduate of the Columbia University School of Law, where she was 
a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar. She received her B.A. in Political Science from Columbia 
University, summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa. She is admitted to the bar in New York 
State, the U.S Court of Appeals, Second Circuit and the Southern and Eastern Districts 
of the U.S. District Court. 
 
Ms. Galler is a member of the Executive Committees of the New York State Bar 
Association’s Labor & Employment Law Section and Women in Law Section. She has 
chaired panels and presented continuing legal education courses for both the Labor & 
Employment Section and the Women in Law Section. She is the author of “Know New 
York State’s New Paid Family Leave Benefits Law,” published in the May 2017 edition 
of the New York State Bar Association Journal. 
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Jellisa Joseph, Esq. is currently serving as the Chief Diversity Officer for the City of 
Albany, New York. She has previously served as an Assistant Corporation Counsel for 
the City of Albany and as an Assistant District Attorney for Kings County (Brooklyn) in 
New York City. Ms. Joseph has been a member of the New York State Bar Association 
since 2014 and is a graduate of the Albany Law School. 
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Serena Joyce White-Lake formerly clerked for the New York State Court of Appeals. 
She now works as an Assistant Counsel for the New York State Office of Children and 
Family Services, where she analyzes complaints of workplace discrimination including 
sexual harassment filed by and against employees. 
 
Serena also serves on the boards of directors for the African American Cultural Center 
for the Capital Region, Capital CarShare, and the City of Albany’s Board of Zoning 
Appeals. Additionally, Serena works as Director of Strategic Partnerships for Tinker and 
Fiddle, a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) education 
company that encourages underrepresented youth to learn and apply technology 
through creative exploration and problem solving. 
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